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Governor P. Sathasivam
- of Surgical Oncologists in

| Special Correspondent

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:  Doc-
tors and cancer experts
should come out to deprecate
irresponsible statements
made by those in responsible
 positions that smoking does
not cause cancer, Governor P.
Sathasivam has said.

Ttwasindeed a welcome re-
Iief that no sooner than this
| statement was made by an
MP, the Prime Minister an-
nounced that the Union gov-
ernment would go ahead with
the proposal to increase the
size of pictorial warnings on
il cigarette packets from 40 to
§ 85per cent, he said.

Mr. Sathasivam was inau-
| gurating the Kerala Associ-
| ation of Surgical Oncologists
(KASO), a newly formed fo-
rum of surgeons in the State
involved in the care of cancer
patients, here on Saturday.
He was referring to the recent
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edly stated that there was no
proof from India that smok-
ing caused cancer.

Mr. Sathasivam said doc-
tors and the KASO should
come forward to affirm that
tobacco wasaleading cause of
cancer.

Early signs of cancer

Even when cancer inci-
dence was steadily rising, the
right public health messages
about the disease was not re-
aching the people, especially
those in rural areas, he felt.
More attention should be
paid to creating awareness
among people on the early
signs of cancer and how im-
portant early detection was,
Mr. Sathasivam said.

In India, as per the 2012
figures, there were 1.8 million
people living with cancer and
on an average, one million
new cases were reported an-

nually.
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Send out right public
health messages: Governor

B T

arrives for the inauguration of the Kerala Associc
the capital city on Saturday. - PHOTO: S. GOPAKUMAR.

In Kerala, about &
new cancer cases wWere
reported annually, ¥
pumber of surgical o
gists was less than 5
situation should chan;
Sathasivam said.

M.K.C Nair, Vice Cl
Jor, Kerala Univers
Health Sciences, saic
regional facilities shc
developed for the tre
of cancer in the State.
couraged young doc
pay more attention to
man side of cancer an
things from a patien

spective to better th
derstanding of
cancer.

K.S. Gopinath, I
HCG Institute of O
Bengaluru; M. Krishr
founder-director of
gional Cancer Centr
bal Ahamed, head of
oncology, RCC; ¢
John Abraham, presi

——mtatian of SHEreeni



